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Objective of the Study

The objective of the study is:

Å to flesh out the differences that separate 
European islands * from EU - 27 as well as the 
national entities and 

Å to examine the necessity or not of a policy 
addressing problems linked to insularity and 
exploit islandsô characteristics

* all European Islands (except outer -most islands) are 
concerned by the study but the analysis is mainly based on 
Islands Statistical Units (Nuts 0, 2, 3) due to lack of available 
and comparable data



Basic assumption

An area that is not (any longer) attractive 
for establishing (competitive) economic 
activities and attracting or retaining 
(active) population will witness a 
reduction of its socioeconomic base and its 
overall viability, and will diverge increasingly 
from EU and national goals for sustainable 
development, as well as those for economic, 
social and spatial cohesion



Islands are a characteristic region

Islands have specific characteristics :

ïSmall size (limited population, area, natural 
resources)

ïRemoteness and isolation

ïParticular, rich and vulnerable natural and 
cultural environment

Insularity is affecting permanently ñclassicò 
attractiveness as it influences negatively 
production and living cost. Islands cannot have:

- economies of scale due to limited variety and 
quantity of resources

- good accessibility and low transport cost

- agglomeration externalities



Islands are a characteristic region

Have islands common characteristics with other 
areas? 

The Mountain and the Sparsely Populated 
Areas :

ïAre remoted and isolated areas compared with 
the european core areas. 

ïHave fragile natural and cultural resources

ïHave no ñsmall sizeò, but they have small 
population concentration.

So, also for these areas stands the same analysis 
about how the natural characteristics affects 
attractiveness. 



The 3 main questions of the project

üWhat is the situation of Europeôs islands within 
the context of sustainable development?

üWhat has caused this situation? Insularity and 
Attractiveness

üWhat policies could be applied to increase the 
attractiveness of islands ?



Insularity and Attractiveness

Attractiveness factors are directly and indirectly influenced 
by insularity

 Attractiveness Parameters  
Direct influence 

by insularity  

1 Accessibility  ---  

2 Public and Private services to  business and population  --  

3 Agglomeration economies  ---  

4 Environmental and cultural heritage  +++  

5 Feeling of safety -  Security  ++  

6 Natural and technical hazards  +/0  

7 Labour qualification  No direct influence  

8 Information society  No direct infl uence  

9 Research and Innovation  No direct influence  

10  Social capital  No direct influence  

11  Governance Quality  No direct influence  

12  Employment opportunities  No direct influence  

 



Accessibility is very low

 

No island region has 
accessibility over the 
European average even 
with ESPON Index that 
is based on air 
accessibility but doesnôt 
take into account goods 
transport and the needs 
of local population for 
access to different 
services 



Islandsô accessibility for goods is low 

Taking into 
account the 
time of 
terrestrial 
transport + 
waiting time 
+ time of 
maritime 
transport
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